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33 V.S.A. § 1134 is amended to read: 

 

(a) On or before January 31 of each year, the Commissioner shall design and implement proce-

dures to evaluate, measure, and report to the Governor and the General Assembly the Department's 

progress in implementing Reach First, Reach Up, and Reach Ahead and achieving the goals of the 

programs provided for in sections 1002, 1102, and 1202 of this title. The report shall include: 

 

(1) (a) the types of barriers facing Reach Up families seeking economic self-sufficiency, the 

number of families with each type of barrier, the frequency of occurrence of each type of barrier, 

and how support services and incentives assist in overcoming barriers; 

 

(2) (b) documentation of participant outcomes, including specific information relating to the 

number of persons employed, by occupation, industry, and wage; the types of subsidized and 

unsubsidized jobs secured by participants; any available information about outcomes for chil-

dren who have participated in the programs, including objective indicators of improved condi-

tions; the number of participating families involved in training programs, and other work activ-

ities; and whether the support services and incentives assist in provided to help keeping families 

employed; and 

 

(3) (c) data about the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program participation of households 

who have left the programs during the last fiscal year, including the number of households, 

adults, and children participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program three 

months after leaving the applicable program, broken down by reason for termination or leaving, 

and the Department's plan to identify and assist eligible households to apply for Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program benefits; 

 

(4) (d) data about the enrollment of individuals who have left the programs during the last fiscal 

year in a health care assistance program, including the number of adults and children enrolled in 

a health care assistance program three months after leaving the applicable program, broken down 

by reason for termination or leaving, and the Department's plan to identify and assist eligible 

households to apply for health care assistance; 

 

(5) (e) a summary of all interim and final reports submitted by independent evaluation con-

tractors to the Agency or the Department relating to the programs; 

 

(6) (f) a description of the work participation rates, including the method of calculating the 

caseload reduction credit, for the most recent federal fiscal year; 

 

(7) (g) a description of the current basic needs budget and housing allowance, the current 
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maximum grant amounts, and the basic needs budget and housing allowance adjusted to reflect 

an annual cost-of-living increase; and 

 

(8) (h) a summary of the analysis done under subsection (b) of this section. a description of the 

families, during the last fiscal year, that included an adult family member receiving financial 

assistance for 60 or more months in his or her lifetime. Such description shall include: 

 

(1) The number of families that included an adult member receiving financial assistance for 60 or 

more total, cumulative month in his or her lifetime, and the types barriers facing these families; 

and 

 

(2) The number of families that became ineligible for the Reach Up program pursuant to 33 

V.S.A. § 1108(a), and the types of income and financial assistance received by those families 

that did not return to the Reach Up program within 90 days of becoming ineligible.   

 

(b) On or before January 15, 2010 for the analysis of Reach First and on or before January 15, 2012 

for the analysis of all programs, the Department shall analyze the effectiveness of the programs 

and shall consider the following indicators: 

 

(1) For Reach First, the types of crises presented by applicants; the type and duration of case 

management necessary to respond to a crisis; and the impact of the services on the family, in-

cluding the actual and perceived outcomes and material indicators of stability. 

 

(2) For Reach Up, the type and duration of case management provided; and the impact of the 

services on the family; the family's achievement of the goals in the family development plan; the 

types of employment engaged in by families; the duration of employment; and actual and per-

ceived outcomes and material indicators of stability and well-being. 

 

(3) For Reach Ahead, the types of employment engaged in by families; the duration of em-

ployment; the type and duration of services necessary to maintain employment; the duration of 

time the family received food assistance and services in the program; and the impact of the 

services on the family, including the actual and perceived well-being of the family and material 

indicators of well-being. 

 

(4) Whether the programs are effectively integrated and transitions between programs are sim-

ple, and the number of families who choose not to participate, and why. 

 

(c) Beginning on or before January 15, 2008, and annually thereafter, the Commissioner shall 

report to the House Committees on Human Services and on Appropriations and Senate Commit-
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tees on Health and Welfare and on Appropriations on families' long-term receipt of financial as-

sistance authorized by this chapter. Such reports shall include: 

 

(1) the number of families receiving financial assistance in the most recent federal fiscal year 

that included an adult family member who has received TANF-funded financial assistance, as an 

adult, 60 or more months in his or her lifetime; 

 

(2) the average proportion of the monthly TANF-funded caseload during the same fiscal year 

that such families represent; 

 

(3) when such proportion exceeds 20 percent, the sufficiency of general funds appropriated to 

support financial assistance authorized by this chapter to fund financial assistance for those 

families in excess of 20 percent while, at the same time, providing financial assistance and ser-

vices, supported solely by general funds, to other families as authorized by this chapter; and 

 

(4) when appropriated general funds are insufficient to fund financial assistance for all such 

families, the modifications in policy, appropriated general funds, or combination thereof that the 

Commissioner recommends to support families receiving financial assistance under this chapter 

in their achievement of self-sufficiency and to protect the children in these families. 

 

 

 


